COMM 420.01

Lantern  Gateway Class

                                                 Lecturer: Michael McLeod

                                                      211 F Journalism Bldg.

                                                        Phone: 292-8634

                                                 Email: mcleod.43@osu.edu
                           Office hours: Thursday 1 pm to 3 pm, or by appointment 

Required texts

There are no required texts for this class, but I recommend that all students purchase The Associated Press Stylebook. (apstylebook@ap.org). Handouts, including the Lantern Stylebook, will be provided.
Course Description
This course will introduce students to the basic principles and skills involved in operating as part of a news-gathering team. Subjects to be covered will consist of: 

· interviewing and research techniques
· journalistic principles such as fairness, objectivity, accuracy and avoidance of conflict-of-interest

· compositional strategies to include leads, nut graphs, attribution, the inverted pyramid, word usage and grammar
· Associated Press and Lantern style 

Course Objective
The objective of this course is to provide students with the fundamental framework necessary to function as part of a newsgathering team, with particular emphasis on The Lantern, the student newspaper of the Ohio State University. 
Grading
This is a pass-fail course. In order to pass this course, students must:

1) attend every class and complete every homework assignment

2) successfully complete a final exam that will consist of a quiz on AP and Lantern style, and a writing exercise that will require both accuracy and an understanding of the core compositional structures of journalist style
The final exam is out of 200 points. To pass the final exam, students should score at least 175 points.
Final Exam Breakdown

100 (points)

AP/Lantern style quiz

100 (points)

Writing exercise on core compositional structures
The writing exercise will be assessed using the following grading rubric:

· 25 points for the “lead,” which introduces the subject of an article
· 25 points for the “nut graph,” meaning the paragraph that establishes the main idea of the article
· 25 points for attribution, in which the journalist quotes, either directly or indirectly, the source of the information in an article

· 25 points for the overall structural concept of the “inverted pyramid,” in which information is presented in order of importance
Class Meetings

This class will meet for five two-hour sessions. The first four classes will consist of lecture material, exercises and discussion of journalistic style and principles. The final class will be devoted to the pass-fail exam.
Academic Misconduct
It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct. (http://studentaffairs.osu/resource_csc.asp).

Special Accommodations

Any student who feels he or she may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me privately to discuss your specific needs. Please contact the Office for Disability Services at 614-292-3307 in room 150, Pomerene Hall to coordinate reasonable accommodations.
Course Calendar
This class will consist of five two-hour sessions, which will be distributed over five weeks.

The first four classes will consist of lecture material, exercises and discussion of journalistic style and principles. The final class will be devoted to an in-class writing exercise.

CLASS SESSION ONE: What and How. What makes news? The "what" of journalism  - proximity, timeliness, impact, conflict. The "How" of journalism. Basic compositional structures in journalistic writing, including the lead, the "nut graph," the inverted pyramid, attribution or quotes. Homework: bring in annotated samples of news articles.

CLASS SESSION TWO: Basic journalist research techniques. Strategies and principles of one-on one interviews, press conferences, public records searches, Internet searches, Freedom of Information searches, observational techniques. Homework: conducting and interview and developing a story focus.

CLASS SESSION THREE: The role of the editor. The importance of accuracy and attention to detail, primer on libel law as it pertains to journalists, editing and coaching approaches, basic guide to Associated Press and Lantern style, review of fundamental grammar and sentence structure. Homework: stylebook, grammar review exercises.

CLASS SESSION FOUR: In-class writing exercises on composition, including usage of lead and nut graphs, and editing, including grammar usage and AP and Lantern style.

CLASS SESSION FIVE: Pass-fail exam. Writing exercise, AP and Lantern Style quiz.
